Utilization of bedside urogenital ultrasound in an austere combat setting: enterovesicular fistula case report.
The role of bedside ultrasound by physicians with advanced ultrasound training, such as emergency medicine providers, has been clearly established in the austere setting of combat medicine. This highly mobile, noninvasive, and versatile imaging modality has a role in evaluating battle- and nonbattle-related presentations. This case report describes a U.S. Marine reporting to an austere medical facility with the chief complaint of abdominal pain. An ultrasound of the patient's urinary tract revealed abnormalities that suggested right bladder wall thickening and an echo dense layer of sediment as the potential source of his discomfort. These findings supported patient transfer to a higher echelon of care. Further diagnostic testing revealed Crohn's disease with an associated enterovesicular fistula.